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to comprehending current migrant issues. It is a book that
all scholars of Canadian migration history should read.
Loewen and Friesen chronicle the growth of ethnic
diversity in several prairie communities, but focus most
of their analyses on an in-depth examination of Calgary,
Edmonton, and Winnipeg, the region's three largest urban centers. Using the concepts of ethnic webs, hybrid
cultures, imagined boundary zones, and third spaces,
popularized by Clifford Geertz, Edward Said, Homi
Bhabha, Frederick Barth, and others, the authors show
how new ethnic groups grew and changed the region's
urban landscapes. Theirs is not a chronological journey
but a thematic one, examining family experience, racism, globalization, gender issues, ethnic associations,
religious institutions, and ethnic identities.
The chapters are written in an engaging manner, and
even experts on migration history will gain some valuable
knowledge. Given Immigrants in Prairie Cities's attention
to statistical detail, particularly in the early chapters, it
would have been useful had the authors included thorough
tables outlining the growth of ethnic populations in each
center, thereby helping readers understand ethnic contexts
and visualize the region's great ethnic diversity with greater clarity. Although refugees are discussed, there is little
attempt to examine this group's unique space. Refugees
to the prairie region make up a significant portion of the
popUlation, and a more sustained attention to their experiences would have strengthened the book's utility.
Finally, the authors may overemphasize the Winnipeg experience, particularly to the detriment of more
sustained examinations of Saskatoon, Regina, and even
Edmonton. I realize that both Loewen and Friesen reside
in Winnipeg, both have considerable expertise in this
region, and the city was the region's historical hub, but
the attention to this city tends to dominate the text. This,
however, is a minor quibble that ought not to detract
from the significant contribution their volume makes.
Lori Wilkinson, Department of Sociology, University of
Manitoba.
Environmental City: People, Place, Politics, and the
Meaning of Modern Austin. By William Scott Swearingen, Jr. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2010. x + 273 pp.
Photographs, appendix, notes, index. $50.00 cloth.
Two years ago, I was with friends and their dog on Red
Bud Isle, a small dogpark/island in downtown Austin. As
Cleo sprinted ahead, unleashed, the bipeds enjoyed the
cool evening and lush surroundings. Looking around, I
gained the distinct impression that this community had a
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deep appreciation for a lifestyle that connected it with the
natural environment.
1 am not alone in loving Austin's quirky, exciting, and
beautiful cultural landscape. But how did it get that way?
Who were the players involved, and what were the major
forces that made it the thriving metropolis it is? William
Scott Swearingen, lr.'s Environmental City is a social history of how a place like Red Bud Isle and the larger city
surrounding it could come to exist.
Swearingen opens with the founding of Austin, and
takes the reader through the ideals shaping its modern
era: the battle between the twin paradigms of "growth"
and "green." At its heart, the book tells the story of the
success of Austin's green campaign: how "place" was created, fought for, and won. Not all battles were victories,
but Swearingen points to key moments, and unpacks the
slow process of institutionalizing broad environmental
concepts into concrete municipal policies. He identifies
the particular moments (e.g., protests, votes, and elections) and ideas (e.g., "The Five Minute Walk") that set
this history in motion.
Ifthere are concerns about the book, they are in its intellectual heft and contribution. Molotch's concept of the
growth machine, Goffman's Frame Analysis, and Zukin's
groundbreaking work on place-making are mentioned,
but not critically applied or examined, and dropped at the
conclusion of chapter 1. Lefebvre's name is given, but his
"trialectics" for analyzing place (that there are mental,
physical, and social components) is ignored. Because of
this lack of conceptual and substantive engagement with
the literature, the book isolates the case of Austin, denying important comparative touchstones for the reader:
Does Austin's development differ from other, more studied cities? How does Austin's "green machine" compare
with social movements elsewhere? (A few references
to other urban developments are relegated to footnotes,
separated from the book's main discussion.) Environmental City lacks a firm conclusion-a natural place for such
comparisons and perhaps policy implications-leaving
the reader to do the work of contextualizing the findings
within a broader literature. It makes the book, unfortunately, feel parochial.
Reservations aside, students of Austin, academic or
otherwise, would benefit from the book's contents, for
Swearingen does the yeoman's work of identifying just
how one of the key aspects of Austin's culture came to be.
Although lacking in comparison, Environmental City is
a good book for reading about how tensions play out in a
city other than Los Angeles, Chicago, or New York. There
is a great expanse between the coasts, and a good deal can
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be learned about Austin's case and applied to cities in the
South, the Midwest, and the Plains by activists and urban
planners. And, paired with Barry Shank's more riveting
tale of the development of the city's music scene, Dissonant Identities (1994), a broad picture of Austin can take
shape. Jonathan R. Wynn, Department of Sociology,
University of Massachusetts-Amherst.
Weird City: Sense of Place and Creative Resistance
in Austin, Texas. By Joshua Long. Austin: University
of Texas Press, 2010. viii + 207 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $50.00 cloth, $25.00 paper.
Joshua Long makes a fine contribution to the literature
on urban places with Weird City. It is written in a way that
makes it a natural for students of urban geography and an
equally solid choice for classes devoted to urban sociology, community organization, urban planning, or public
history.
The book provides an in-depth look at the cultural
landscape in a specific urban location. In laying out his
analysis, Long introduces us to characters that run the
gamut from elected officials to neighborhood personalities, as well as some famous and not-so-famous musicians. For me, the material accompanying some of the
biographical sketches could have been a bit more detailed.
Nonetheless, no sooner is a character introduced than you
begin to see how this individual fits into the picture in a
very place-specific sense.
The result is a detailed look at one ofthe Great Plains'
more interesting urban places. Long takes the reader on a
journey through a myriad of interest groups, all sharing
the common characteristic of being locked in a battle over
a sense of place. He gives meaning to the notion of "Keep
Austin Weird," a phrase so well known in Austin that it
eventually became a popular bumper sticker. For me, the
standout chapter is "Aliens, Affluence, and Abnormality,"
which drew me in simply because it focuses on the oldtimer-versus-newcomer divide that seems to have voice
in so many smaller communities. What Long alerts us to
is the same sort of division playing itself out in a much
larger context.
The book is well documented and includes a relevant
and well-written annotated glossary of terms that is, regrettably, too short.
In sum, Long has given us the sort of writing that appeals beyond the classroom. He has also given us an intimate look at a very subtle yet important aspect of urban
life-a sense of urban place. Sally Caldwell, Department
of Sociology, Texas State University San Marcos.
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Hollowing Out the Middle: The Rural Brain Drain
and What It Means for America. By Patrick 1. Carr
and Maria 1. Kefalas. Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 2009.
xiv + 239 pp. Map, notes, references, index. $26.95 cloth,
$16.00 paper.
"Hollowing out the middle" refers to the loss of the
well-educated young adults in rural communities of
America's Heartland-the Corn Belt and Great Plains.
Declining rural communities invest their meager resources to educate their brightest youth, thereby providing them opportunities for rewarding careers in distant
cities. This further contributes to the communities' woes
because it guarantees not only population loss, but also
loss of expertise and leadership that could help them solve
their problems.
Carr and Kefalas's contribution to understanding the
dilemma of rural communities promoting and supporting
the loss of the best and brightest is through an in-depth
analysis of young adults' decisions regarding their futures and the role of local institutions and organizations,
especially schools, in developing and reinforcing those
decisions. They conducted a case study of Ellis, Iowa (a
pseudonym), population 2,014, examining the decisions
and actions of young adults who graduated from high
school in the late 1980s and early 1990s. Their research
identified four paths or types: achievers, stayers, seekers,
and returners.
Achievers are identified early in school and receive
special treatment in terms of opportunities, encouragement, and support to reach their potential and go on to
college with no expectations of returning to the community. Stayers receive little encouragement or support, do
not go to college, marry early, and end up in blue collar,
low-paying jobs. Seekers also do not receive encouragement or support, but they see little future for themselves
in their community. Lacking good grades and financial
support to attend a major college, they often see military
service as their pathway out.
Returners can be subdivided into high fliers and
boomerangs. High fliers are achievers who become disillusioned with big city ambiance and long for simpler
small-town life with close friend and family ties. Local
and state policy makers actively seek to attract high fliers. Boomerangs, who have much in common with the
stayers, are more likely to return, often after a military
hitch or community college experience, ready to get on
with life. Many ultimately end up on welfare roles. Ellis's
educators and leaders were fully aware that their support
of achievers was detrimental to the town's long-term
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